CHAPTER  III
WILL JAPAN AND ENGLAND GOME TO BLOWS IN THE END ?
(i) Irreconcilable Differences
An Anglo-Japanese clash inevitable.
ARE the differences between Japan and England that have
been described in the last chapter temporary ? Or are the
interests of the two countries fundamentally irreconcilable ?
If the former, some treatment might be discovered whereby
their causes might be removed. Unfortunately, it has come
to this, that either Japan must stop her expansion, or
England must willingly give up to her some of what she has
or hopes to have. Therein lies a cause of war.
We Japanese are aware of our differences with America,
but very few of us realize how much more serious are our
relations with England and what an element of danger
they contain. Our interests, for instance, may clash politically
with those of America, quite apart from the immigration
question, in connexion with her positive policy in China,
but nowhere do they clash economically. Japan and America
are, in fact, each other's good customers, and trade in China
in different commodities. By appreciating Japan's special
position in the Far East and by adjusting and restraining
her policy in China and Manchuria accordingly, America
can reduce all the talk about war to vain and empty
babbling.
But our position in regard to England is another question
altogether. Serious and irreconcilable economic and political
differences are involved. A revision of the Anglo-Japanese
Trade Agreement might temporarily remove some of the
economic difficulties. But that would only postpone the
evil day : a collision is inevitable. The Japanese and British
peoples should look this fact in the face. But what are the
reasons for it ? Why must the two countries inevitably come
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